HOW TEENAGERS ARE USING THE NET

Teenagers have a much greater understanding of the internet than many adults. They use it for education (revision and homework), recreation (online games and music) and of course chat. There are also sites which allow them to build websites for free and where free email addresses are available. 

Educational sites, have features which you can read through and print out before trying an online test. 

The only drawback to these sites is that after a while they serve as a distraction and you stop learning from them and start playing around with them. 

Online games sites, are widely used because of their accessibility. They can be very addictive, and teenagers tend to spend hours in front of the screen. Many cost nothing to play, although they usually cause the phone bill to rise substantially. There are also games which are downloads from the internet. These may carry viruses but despite this danger they continue to be among the most visited sites. 

Music sites are becoming ever more popular with the release of the MP3 player from which you can download music. But downloading music files is not the only reason teenagers visit music sites. Some of us go to join a fan club or to download images of the band or even to find the lyrics to the songs. There may also be news on concerts - dates and information on how to book tickets. 

The most visited sites on the entire internet are the chat sites. These can be accessed through many different routes, including music sites, search engines, internet service providers and even newspapers. Each offers us the opportunity to talk to people that we have never met before and probably never will meet. 

If you go to a chat site through a music site then you can discuss your favourite bands and songs. If, on the other hand, you go through a search engine or internet provider you will normally have options like "teen chat". 

The trend seems to be that the more interactive the site, the more teenagers will visit it. It has very little to do with how the site looks - if there is nothing to click on or to play with it tends to be quite unpopular. 

However, if the site has a big name behind it (such as a band name) then it will be visited whether it is interactive or not. I think that the perfect teenage site would have to have a chat feature and free email addresses. 

There would also have to be the ability to download music onto an MP3 player or games on to your hard drive. Features like these would guarantee a popular site for teenagers and a nice money earner for all the phone companies.
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